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Abstract Chiang Rai

The purpose of this study was to collect data about
Chiang Rai Province local politicians who have been elected
to parliament. The study examined such politicians personal
histories, relationships and campaigners, as well as political
history in the province. Data were collected through review
of relevant documents, interviews and observation. Data were
analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively and organized into
thematic patterns.

The study suggested that Chiang Rai politicians could
be categorized into three types: businessmen, lawyers
and retired state officials. Among the study subjects, two
people, Sergeant Major Songtham Panyadee and Mr. Wisarn
Techateerawat, managed to be elected to the House of
Representatives in eight consecutive elections (excluding
the 2 April 2006 election, which was overturned by the
Constitutional Court). Three other people, Colonel Boonkerd
Sutantanon, First Lieutenant Somsart Ratanasak and Mr. Mongkol
Jongsutanamanee, were elected seven consecutive times.

It was found that the Chiang Rai publi¢s attitude
concerning popularity of politicians was not enduring, compared
to the loyalty of people in the South to the Democrat Party.
This was reflected in the fact that many vote-winning local
politicians were seen to switch parties multiple times, while
only a few politicians remained in any single political party
throughout their political careers.

A few local politicians relied on familial relationships
for attracting votes. Important relationships were husband-wife,

paternal uncle-maternal aunt, and brother-sister.
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