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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine factors
related to the election and conduct of local politicians
from Phattalung elected to parliament between B.E. 2476
(1933) and B.E. 2548 (2005).

The study is divided into four chapters. Chapter
one reviews Thailand’s past systems of politics and
governance, emphasizing the centralized or “national”
political roles and conduct that do not appear to be
related to “locally-based politics.” The aim is to highlight
the role and conduct of politicians in Phattalung.

Chapter two provides general information about
Phattalung, including its geography, structures of
administration and governance, society, economy and
culture, as well as general information about provincial
politics. This chapter reviews other research about
Phattalung and the Thai South.

Chapter three explores details about the Phattalung
local politicians who have been parliamentarians. In the
study period there were 22 members of the House of
Representatives; these representatives have together been
affiliated with 11 political parties, and there were also
some independent representatives. In addition, there have
been two elected senators for Phattalung, one of whom
(Mr. Opas Rong-ngern) was a former MP. The study
examines various characteristics of these representatives
including their family and organizational networks,

relationships, affiliations with political parties and



personal qualities/potential, all of which helped them get
elected to parliament. Campaign roles and techniques
are also examined.

Chapter four summarized the results and
findings, and presents recommendations. The study
indicates that Phattalung local politicians can be
categorized into three groups based on the occupational
background: former state officials, lawyers and influential
persons. Former state officials, the majority of whom
were former teachers, were the most-commonly-elected
group. Businessmen have never succeeded in being
elected in Phattalung. Elemental factors related to being
elected to parliament were personal qualities/potential
and influence of the candidate’s political party. During
the period B.E. 2476 to B.E. 2518, personal popularity
was the most influential factor relating to being elected,
more influential than the politician’s political party.
During the period B.E. 2519 to B.E. 2535, political party
and candidate’s personal qualities/potential were the
important factors influencing who would be elected.
In Phattalung, the Democrat Party has tended to be more
popular than other parties, and since 13 September B.E.
2535 Democrat candidates have won all constituencies
in the province. Former Democrat Party leader Chuan
Leekpai is especially popular and respected. Candidate’s
personal qualities/potential and popularity are secondary

factors in determining election victory.
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Based on this study, it is recommended that
historical research concerning politics in Phattalung since
B.E. 2476 be conducted; a seminar for producing details
and sharing views would be useful. Also, since the local
political situation is changing continuously, continuing
research should be conducted. Furthermore, a study
focusing on the role of the Democrat Party in Phattalung
would be valuable for generating an accurate image of

local politics in the province.
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