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Abstract

The objective of the survey project for compilation of data on locally
based politicians: Songkhla Province was to introduce the politicians who
have been elected in Songkhla Province, with reference to their networks
and relations with formal and informal interest groups, as well as their
vote-gaining techniques. For the purpose of this project, related literature
was studied, and interview and observation conducted within the limit
of the researcher’s area. Then the data obtained were compiled, system-
atized, and analyzed. Thus treated, the data were presented by means of
analytical description.

The findings of the study were as follows. Classified by background,
the Songkhla politicians consisted of four groups: lawyers, retired govern-
ment officials, business people, and influential characters. By kinship
network and relationship, there were two father-child pairs, two pairs of
siblings of the same parents, and one pair of relatives of the same family.
From the first election in 1933 to the most recent one on February
6, 2005, politicians of seven parties had been elected Members of Parlia-
ment from Songkhla. But ever since Mr. Chuan Leekpai assumed the
leadership of the Democrat Party, that Party continued to monopolize
Songkhla politics. The candidates of the Party won every election in
every one of the precincts. The prominent politician who had the resem-
blance of founder of the faith in the Democrat Party implanted in the

minds of Songkhla citizens was Mr. Khlai La-ongmanee. The interest
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groups having played roles in Songkhla politics were either formal or
informal groups, the most important being the Democrat Party, with
Mr. Chuan Leekpai playing an extremely crucial role. Major vote-getting
technigques also served as important techniques for guarding vote bases,
such as local visitation to meet people, participation in social activities in
communities, speech making, and patronage in various forms. In the
view of today’s locally based politicians, housewife groups were very

important and reliable voters in Songkhla politics.
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The Survey Project for Compilation of Data on Locally

Based Politicians : Songkhla Province.
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